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Greetings from the Reading Porch 

Library Loses Much -loved Leader and Friend  

 
Linda Blair  

Remembers Therese 
 
   On the 29th of April of this year, I lost not just a co-
worker, but a close and wonderful  friend. It was a 
chance conversation with Therese many years ago that 
resulted in the job Iõve had  here at the library for 34 
years. From the beginning, Therese and I had a friend-
ship and a working relationship that was special.  
   For all those years Therese and I not only enjoyed 
working together, but often shared our lives outside 
these walls talking about family, solving the problems 
of the world or discussing books.  
She was an unusual person. Her intelligence, 
knowledge and great kindness  made the LP library a 
welcoming place for patrons, visitors to LP and fellow 
employees. She relaxed rules that served no useful 
purpose, and always anyone coming through those 
doors felt welcomed.  
   Without a doubt, Google had nothing on Therese. 
The extent of her knowledge about almost any subject 
be  it history, literature, poetry, music and, to many 
peopleõs surprise, sports, was amazing.  One of her 
close friends, a music librarian often remarked at her 
wide knowledge of all types of that genre.  
   Blessed with a keen memory and interest in local 
history, Therese was frequently asked to answer ques-
tions about  lake Placidõs past. I remember a photo 
from the 1940s with many residents standing in front 
of the town hall. She was able to name a surprisingly 
large number of them.  
   But, what made me smile was her following of 
sports. When Mark,  one of our  regular patrons, 
came in they would talk about the latest football, 
hockey or baseball game.  Not always rooting for the 
same team, but enjoying the discussions.  
   During her tenure as director there were so many 
accomplishments: the expansion, the introduction of 
computer room, the broadening of staff knowledge. 
But, for me Thereseõs greatest contribution was the 
kindness she exhibited.  Time and time again she 
would listen to a patronõs problems. She might not 
give advice but the person always left feeling better. 
She has left a great void that can never be filled, but 
has left us all feeling a little better for having been a 
part of her life.   

   Therese Kendrick Dixon Patnode, direc-

tor emeritus and literate guiding hand of 

the library for more than 40 years, died at 

her home this past spring. Her loss has 

been greatly felt by both staff and patrons 

of the library.  

   Known for her comfortable presence and 

a quiet, wry sense of humor, Therese had 

been a mainstay not just of the library but 

of the whole village, touching lives of 

countless readers. Until just the past few 

years she was a familiar sight walking to 

work along Main Street usually accompa-

nied by the occasionally contrary but al-

ways devoted òLibrary Dog,ó her late West 

Highland terrier, Laddie.  

   Therese joined the library staff in 1968 and 

took over the title of  Librarian (later to be changed to Library Director) from Sha-

ron Stelzer in 1972. For a self -effacing person who claimed to be òlazy,ó  she accom-

plished a great deal through a period of major expansion and technical changes.   

   In the late sixties early seventies, when  Therese became director, having an up -

to-date media center meant a microfilm reader and a circulating cassette collec-

tion. Technology took off like a rocket around 1980, and, while she did not  totally 

embrace it herself,  she actively promoted the purchase of computers and recruit-

ment of personnel to make use of advances in library technology.  

   Among her greatest challenges was the library building itself, from freezing 

pipes to coping with limited space. An ambitious program to create an office space 

on the basement level, a new biography room and reconfigure staircases and in-

crease bookshelves took place in the late 1980s.  

   But that project was little more than an stop gap for the one at the turn of the 

century that doubled the total library space, created a computer room, a new of-

fice, archival room, new reading porch, art gallery and an elevator. She made it 

clear to the board of trustees that once that Herculean task was complete she 

intended to retire, and  despite numerous pleas to reconsider, she did.  

   Fortunately she did not leave the library altogether, coming in part -time until 

three weeks before her death. Her encyclopedic 

knowledge of the library and its  history proved invalu-

able. She was greatly treasured by patrons for the 

depth and scope of her knowledge of literature and 

poetry and was able to discuss  everything from the 

classics to the latest sports biography. Her judgment 

was especially valuable in determining which books to 

weed from the collection to make room for new ones.  

   When questions arise, staff still catch themselves 

saying "Ask Therese."  

Therese Kendrick Dixon Patnode  

     Laddie, aka Library Dog  



Reading Porch to be dedicated to Therese  

Therese and Linda Blair on the Reading Porch about 1985  

    

 

   Basic computer skills and introduction to the internet  
classes have been such a great success that people  
have been "clamoring for more," says Director Nancy 
Morelli, "and we expect to continue the program this 
winter." The program was begun last spring by Instructor 
Eileen Cody, under a grant from the Clinton Essex Frank-
lin Library System with a few sessions aimed specifically 
at seniors.  

    The classes filled right away and demand for more 
was such that the library has used a grant from the Lake 
Placid Education Foundation to continue the program. 
More than 24 classes have been held so far. Broken into 
two parts, the mini course covers very basic skills in the 
first session and how to use the internet in the second 
one.  

   The maximum number of people in any class is five, 
usually at different skill levels.  òSome are complete new-
bies who have never touched a mouse, while others 
have experience and are looking to brush up and ex-
pand their skills,ó said Ron Huber, who is the libraryõs 
technology specialist.   

   "Iõve used computers for years, but that doesnõt mean 
Iõve kept up with the newest software,ó said Linda Fried-
lander, who took the class. òThis is a great help to the 
whole community.ó 

   Dates and times of further classes have not yet been 
set. Please contact the library. There are no restrictions 
and all are welcome.  

    Computer Classes a Big Hit Poetry Group at Library  
   A new poetry group has begun meeting at the library at 7 p.m. on 
the second Thursday of each month, the next meeting being 
scheduled for Jan. 13. It was formed last spring by Mary Beth 
Kikel, who felt there should be an opportunity for local writers of 
both prose and poetry to meet, exchange ideas, discuss their works 
and encourage the local resurgence of poetry writing. 

   Ms. Kikel got her start performing poetry during open mic night 
at the Blue Seed Studios in Saranac Lake. She has performed at 
local story-telling events and says she wanted to pass on what she 
has learned to other poets and would-be poets. 

   She encourages anyone who likes to hear or write either prose or 
poetry to attend. òYou really donõt have to be a writer, people who 
just enjoy hearing poetry and discussing it are welcome. There is 
no pressure to read or perform. Youõre welcome to just sit-in.ó Ms 
Kikel can be reached at 523-5921. 

   Volunteers from the AARP Tax Aide Program will be 

back to help people file their taxes beginning in Febru-

ary. The specially trained individuals specialize in tax 

issues for retired people, but anyone regardless of age 

or tax bracket is welcome.   

   The help is available through mid -March. Contact the 

library for dates and times  

   The LPPL board has been seeking a 

fitting way to memorialize Therese. 

Much as some of us have wanted to 

see her portrait hanging over the fire-

place in the main room, it has been 

reluctantly agreed that the woman, 

who refused even to be recognized 

with a retirement party, probably 

would not have cared to have people 

see her looking down at them.  

   Now, a possibility that we think she 

would have liked has suggested itself. 

It combines things dear to her heart: 

reading, the reading porch and eschewing signs to keep quiet.  

   In the past, patrons automatically dropped their voices upon 

entering the library, but the collective volume nation-wide of all 

but the most heavily shush-patrolled stacks has steadily increased. 

The cause is not necessarily loss of civility, but the changing role 

that libraries are taking with greater emphasis on multimedia and 

cyber resources. In an April 11, 2010 edition of the New York 

Times, Sung J. Woo, decried the current atmosphere at her Wash-

ington Township, N.J. library which has been "transformed into 

an open forum for children and adults to chat away as if they were 

hanging out at Starbucks."  Things have not reached those            

proportions here, but there is no denying that the volume has 

gradually ramped up and that 

some of us are increasingly 

forgetting to use our "library 

voices."  

   The suggestion has been 

made to install French doors 

across the entrance to the 

Reading Porch, one of 

Therese's favorite places, so 

that those using it would be 

able to enjoy uninterrupted 

quiet. Much of the noise dis-

turbing reading porch patrons 

comes from the stairwell to the Children's and Computer rooms, 

so French windows where the porch overlooks that passageway 

would also be installed.  

   Approximately $2,600 has been donated in Therese's memory 

thus far and we are currently getting estimates. Another sugges-

tion we would like to include is a new rack for periodicals  

   We hope this porch project will help preserve Therese's legacy: 

a relaxed atmosphere where everyone feels at ease, not con-

strained by warning signs and severe looking librarians raising 

index fingers to lips and giving patrons "the look."  

   And, maybe we can sneak in a picture of her.  

  

 

 



Jobs  

Program 

Sets up  

Shop  
Ken Doyle Program Coordinator, 
Employment & Training Adiron-
dack Community Action Programs, 
Inc./ OneWorkSource talks with a 
job seeker in the library's computer 
room.  

                    

 

   3 Click to search either just LPPL or all  
   of the CEF system.  
   If you don't find it at LPPL, search All Libraries. 

1 Go to www.lakeplacidlibrary.org. 

2 Click on Library Catalogue  

5 The next page will tell you where the book is and  
if it is available. Click to order 

7 Request your book or CD. You will be 
told where you are in line for the item. 

8 That's it! That's all there is to it. If it is already at the 
LPPL and checked in you may be able to just go pick it up. 
If you have requested it from another library, you will get 
a call from Julie Montgomery in a week or two that it  
has arrived.  

  4 Enter search words   

6 Fill in your library card # where it says bar 
code and the last four digits of your phone 
# where it says pin. 

  

How to order a book with your own computer 

  Ken Doyle, coordinator of a new jobs program de-
signed to reach communities in the Adirondacks was 
at the library Dec. 15 for a trial run. He will be here 
one full day each month to help job seekers in areas 
such as: understanding the internet, resume and cover 
letter creation, computer awareness, Microsoft Word 
and Excel and basic interviewing skills.  

  Funded through the federal stimulus program, the 
program is expected to begin in Jan. and continue un-
til 2013. A formal workshop schedule will be available 
soon. Anyone interested should contact the library at 
513-3200 for dates.  

   There is no charge for the program. Mr. Doyle said 
that through the employer network that he has estab-
lished he was able to provide contacts to two people 
during the pilot day. 


